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Budget: $6,000 
Submission Deadline: January 6, 2022 

INTRODUCTION 

The 11th Street Bridge Park (Bridge Park) will be Washington DC’s first elevated park. It 

transforms the aged-out 11th Street freeway into a new civic space that reconnects      

long-divided neighborhoods. Local residents informed every element of the park, 

including public art that amplifies the rich history of the area, a 250 person      

amphitheater, an Environmental Education Center, and an intergenerational playspace. 

In 2016, the Bridge Park staff (part of the Ward 8 non-profit Building Bridges Across the 

River) partnered with local non-profits and communities of faith to create Bridge Park 

Plots: urban farms to address food insecurity in an area with only one full-service 

grocery to serve over 75,000 residents.  

One of these Bridge Park Plots is in partnership with National Children’s Center (NCC) 
a Washington, DC-based nonprofit that delivers community-based services for      Ward 

8 residents. For 60+ years, NCC has provided early learning, intervention, and 

residential services, as well as workforce development for young people and adults     . 

In the Baby Bloomers Farm, NCC (in collaboration with Bridge Park manages 65 garden 

beds that offer healthy fruits and vegetables for the community east of the Anacostia 

River. A garden curriculum in the early learning program gives children the opportunity 

to understand healthy eating options, cooking, growing, and planting.   

To create a food hub AND a culture hub, the Bridge Park is partnering with NCC to 

commission an artwork at the Baby Bloomers Farm with three goals: 

● Reflect the Ward 8 community 

● More deeply connect to the special needs children on site 

● Engage with the surrounding neighbors of the garden site 

Darryl Chappell Foundation  

The mission of the Darryl Chappell Foundation is to empower Afrodescendant artists to 

achieve their highest potential. The Foundation accomplishes this by providing funding 

for Artists-in-Residents programs, by facilitating an Artists Talk Series, by curating an 

online Artists Marketplace and by providing funding for public commission art through 

the Fund for Community Art program. The Foundation’s vision is to build a community of 
artists who impact the world in exciting and mind-altering ways. 
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REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS (RFQ) 

 
Artists or Artist Teams are hereby invited to submit qualifications to be considered to 
participate in the installation of a mural at the NCC Baby Bloomers Farm. This artwork is 
supported by a generous grant from the Darryl Chappell Foundation.  

The 11th Street Bridge Park Curatorial Committee will review eligible applications and 
select a group of up to 4 finalists to develop concepts and present them at a Zoom 
meeting with the Curatorial Committee. The Committee is tentatively made up of 3 
members with representatives from the 11th Street Bridge Park, National Children’s 
Center and Darryl Chappell Foundation.  
 
Finalists will receive a $250 stipend to cover fees associated with concept development. 
Upon completion of an in-person interview, one artist/artist team will be commissioned 
to develop, fabricate, and install the artwork in the spring of 2023.  

More information is included about the process later in this document. 
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PROJECT INFORMATION 
 
Location of the National Childrens Center Baby Bloomers Farm. 

 
 
A successful mural for this site would: 
 

● Address the themes of the Baby Bloomers Farm – to engage students with the 
natural environment and grow healthy food 

● Incorporate National Children's Center mission: To enhance the lives of people 
of all ages, diverse backgrounds and differing abilities through inclusive 
opportunities. 

● Encourages positive interaction between National Children's Center and local 
residents 

● Include stories of local community members, neighborhood history, and/or 
legacy  

● Bring beauty to the area 
 
The end result should generate civic pride and create an inviting atmosphere for the 
nearby neighborhoods.
 

BUDGET 
 
The budget for the project is $6,000. This do-not-exceed amount must include all fees, 
materials, transportation, installation, permits, storage, community engagement 
activities, travel, and any other costs associated with the project. Total expenses cannot 
exceed this amount.  
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APPLICATION PROCESS 

Stage 1: Request for Qualifications, By Invitation 

Selection of finalists will be based on the following criteria: 

- Quality of letter of interest 
- Quality of work samples 
- Ability of artist(s) to complete project based on bio and prior work experience 

The 11th Street Bridge Park is committed to commissioning an artist who is 
Black/African American.  

How to Apply 

Please provide the following in a single PDF document: 

- Cover Letter: one page describing your interest in the project and your approach 
to design.  Please do not submit full proposals. 

- Contact Information for team lead and all team members 
- Bio and/or Resume: Please limit this to one page.  If you have multiple team 

members, you are allowed to submit one page per team member. 
- Work Sample List:  Please provide title, year, materials, and budget for each 

work sample provided. If you like, you can also include a brief project description. 

All materials must be received by 5 p.m. EST January 6, 2023. No RFQs will be 
accepted after this time.  Do not submit a project proposal or design at this time. 

Please contact teria@bridgepark.org with any questions about this RFQ. 

Stage 2: Proposal Selection 

Four artists will be selected from this RFQ to develop full proposals. Stage 2 artists will 
each receive a $250 design honorarium. 

The final project will be selected by a Curatorial Committee and design concepts must 
meet the following criteria: 

● Include narratives/stories of local community members 
● Engage with the National Children's Center and nearby residents in the 

production  
● Bring beauty and levity to the area 
● Be inviting to both neighborhood residents and visitors to the Baby Bloomers 

Garden 
● Artwork is considerate of all seasons in Washington, D.C., is considered safe 

and low maintenance 
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Notification & Contract 

All applicants will receive notification by email. Please do not call the 11th Street Bridge 
Park or National Children's Center directly for results. We reserve the right to change, 
modify, or revise the Call for Artists, in part or whole. 

The selected artist or organization will enter an agreement with the 11th Street Bridge 
Park. No selection shall be deemed final until a proposal has been fully approved and 
an agreement properly executed. 

 

2023 TIMELINE 

January 6 Qualification submission deadline.  

January 19 Jury convenes to select top 4 artists. Each artist will receive $250 to 

create artwork rendering 

February 15 Deadline to submit art proposals. Send submissions to jury for review 

February 28 Jury convenes to select artist. Share news with selected artist and create 

MOU for art production  

March 8 – 29 Art production on site @ National Childrens Center 

April 5  Art ribbon cutting 

 

 

 


